
Title of record: Titre du dossier : BATTLEFORD AGENCY - POUNDMAKER SCHOOL -

TEACHERS - GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

Hierarchical level: Niveau hiérarchique : File | Dossier

Item ID/MIKAN number: No d’identification/ MIKAN : 2055416

Reference: Référence : RG 10, Volume number: 6299, File number: 639-1, part

1 (Part of subseries: R216-247-1-E)

RG10, Numéro de volume : 6299, Numéro de dossier :

639-1, partie 1 (de la sous-série : R216-247-1-E)

Microfilm: Microfilm : C-8679

Start date: Date de début : 1910

End date: Date de fin : 1931

Number of pages: Nombre de pages : 65

Context of record Contexte du dossier

Fonds: Fonds : Department of Indian Affairs and Northern

Development

Sous-fonds: Sous-fonds : Indian and Inuit Affairs and Northern Development

Series: Série : Headquarters Central Registry System

Subseries: Sous-série : School File Series (1879-1953)

This document was assembled and optimized in 2021

by Benjamin Farmer Lacombe and Jackson Pind under

the supervision of Theodore Christou in the Faculty of

Education at Queen’s University to improve accessibility.

For any use of these files other than research and personal

study, please contact Library and Archives Canada.

Ce document a été compilé et perfectionné en 2021

par Benjamin Farmer Lacombe et Jackson Pind, sous

la supervision de Theodore Christou, à la faculté

d’éducation de l’UniversitéQueen’s, dans le but d’améliorer

l’accessibilité. Pour utiliser les dossiers à d’autres fins que

la recherche et l’étude personnelle, veuillez contacter

Bibliothèque et Archives Canada.

Historical language advisory Mise en garde – terminologie historique

Certain parts of the Library and Archives Canada (LAC)

collection contain historical language and content that

some may consider offensive, for example, language used

to refer to racial, ethnic and cultural groups. Items in the

collection, their content and their descriptions reflect the

time period when they were created and the view of

their creator. The items retain their original descriptions to

ensure that attitudes and viewpoints are not erased from

the historical record. LAC provides additional descriptive

information to give background on the records. This is an

ongoing process. For more information, please visit LAC’s

Historical language advisory page.

Certaines parties de la collection de Bibliothèque et

Archives Canada (BAC) renferment de la terminologie et

des contenus à caractère historique que certains pourraient

considérer comme offensants, notamment au chapitre

du langage utilisé pour désigner des groupes raciaux,

ethniques et culturels. Les éléments qui composent la

collection, leurs contenus et leurs descriptions sont le reflet

des époques au cours desquelles ils ont été créés et des

points de vue de leurs créateurs. Les descriptions d’origine

sont conservées afin que ces attitudes et perspectives ne

soient pas supprimées des sources historiques. BAC fournit

toutefois des renseignements descriptifs supplémentaires

dans le but de donner davantage de contexte aux

documents, le tout dans le cadre d’un processus évolutif.

Pour en savoir plus, visitez la page Mise en garde –

terminologie historique de BAC.

https://central.bac-lac.gc.ca/.redirect?app=fonandcol&id=2055416
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/contact-us/Pages/contact-us.aspx
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/fra/contactez-nous/Pages/contactez-nous.aspx
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117052/1 

0 ° ttawa 

lu xr 
‘AI cian 

ht Reverend gir, ” 

A report recently received on the Poundnakers 

day school shows that the teacher lately appointed is 

altogether unfit for the position. There is no isacher's 

dweiling on this reserve, but an unmarried teacher can sece 

ure board and com’ortable quarters at the farm house, 14 

htiles from the school, and the Department is assured that 

the farmer will co-operate in every way with the toachor 

in maintaining the attendance and raising the erficiency 

of the school, 

I have to 28k Your Lordship, therefore, to take 

into consideration the appointment ¢ a teacher with proe 

per qualifications and to one with the necessary certifi- 
/ 

| 
| Cates a galary of $400.00 per annum will be paid, I shall 

A go os to hear from Your Lordship in connection with this 

Matter at an early date, 

w/t (* / Ps 

ys . wr Your obedient servant, 

Secretary, 

Right Rev, Albert Pascal, 0.M.I., D.D., 
Bishop of Prince Albert, 

Prince Albert, Sask, 
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of Indiazw Affairs 

Ottawa. 

wiledge the receipt * your letter of date of july 

that We are «< upied in trying to find a suitable teacke 

the day sh of the Poundmaker’s Reserve. 

Thus far, applica desire to know if salary of § 400.00 

i ludes board and \dging or whetaer sar 1a be pro- 

vided for out of said salary. Ast 

answer kuwia their queries. 

Very respe 
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117052/1 

Ottawa, July 26, 1910, 

Right Reverend 917, 

T have to acknowledge the receipt of Your lord= 

atip's letter of the 20th instant in reference to board 

and lodging for a teacher for the Poundmaker's school, 

In reply I beg to say that on this reserve no 

! qwelling has been erected for a teacher and an unmarried 
j 

a eacher will have to mamm provision for his own board and 

) lodging out of the salary provided by the Department, 

¢ 

yl % 

Your obedient servant, 

secretary. 

Right Rev, Albert Pascal, D.D., O.M.I., 

Bishop of Prince Albert, 

Prince Albert, Sask. 
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IN YOUR REPLY REVER TO AN stash tivesee eonssces oStEe eee WL) Ii. 

ALSO 

ae ee ee REFERENCE YOUR LETTER No I17052/1 NOVEMBER 30 TH I9I, 

Sir,— 

I have the honour to say,relative to the Pound-= 

maker Day School,that an improved School on this Rese 

erve,if it were well conducted,shoula prove a great 

success and a benefit to the Indiansj;as there are now 

2I Children of School age,and a lot of others who are 

nearly old enough to attend too . 

Under date of Aug 6 th 'IO i wrote you stating 

that the present building is in a ruinous condition, 

and not worth repairing. I would also recommend that 

a married man be employed as Teacher: his wife could 

prepare the noon meal for the childrenjand I always 

consider that the presence of a good woman helps to 

attract the children to the schools, 

On this Reserve the homes of the Parents are 

somewhat scattered;so that when the School would bef#e 

ready for complete operationj;I think that it would be 

advisable to have the ones who reside far away from 

the School brought there by some sort of conveyance, 

Yours obediently 

en S 

Indian Agent. 

J.D. McLEAN FSQ'RE. 

ASSISTANT DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT GENERAL 

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

OTTAWA, 
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IN YOUR REPLY REFER TO 

TO DATR OF THIS LETTER. 

Indian 

Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada 
www.collectionscanada.gc.ca 

INDIAN AGENTS OFFICE, 

“BATTLEFORD. 

379965 

REFERENCE YOUR LETTER #1170%2/1 , JANUARY 17 TH I9II. 

Sir,-- 

I have the honour to say that the Report on the 

Poundmaker Day School was mailed to you on the 20 th 

instant;and must have crossed yours in transit. 

Yours obediently 

1p, Lar 
Indian Agent. 

J.D. MOLEAN ESQ. 

ASSISTANT DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT GENERAL 

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

OTTAWA. 
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) INDIAN AGENT’S OFFICE, 

¥ 
BAT TLE POR De 

IN YOUR REPLY REFER TO | 

ateo REFERENCE YOUR LETTER No I17062/I , JANUARY SI ST I9II 
TO DATE be nm im 

3 , . 4 ( “4 

Sir,— 

I have the honour to say that Mrs Favel has noti- 

fied me that sh intends resigning from the position 

of Teacher,a t the Poundmaker Day School,at the end & 

of the present Quarter: while she has been in charge 

of this School,she has done her best to make a success 

of her work,and the results obtained are tolerably 

good, With regard to making a recommendation as to a 

successes for Mrs Favel's Position;I will again write 

you when the Church Authorities have approved of an 

applicant, I will also,at the Annuity Payment ,when 

the Census will ates be taken,obtain definite informa- 

tion as to the number of Children,of School age, and 

their approximate distance from the School; I will 

then immediately transmit this intelligence to you, 

Yours obediently 

IED 
Indian Agent. 

J. D. McLEAN ESQ'RE. 

ASSISTANT DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT GENERAL 

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

OTTAWA, 
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» Octover 27, 1911. 

sir, 

In reply to your letter of the 9th instant I 

peg to say that provided you can ovtain the services ol 

a qualified teacher for the day school on the Poundmaker's 

Reserve the Department will be willing to pay a salary of 

$500.00 per annua, 

Your suggestion that an improved day school 

uillding ve put up which would accommodate the children 

on the Poundmaker's and Little Pinos Reserve woulda be 

favourably considered if these two schools were not under 

the auspices of dirferent denominations. Unless you can 

assure the Department that an undenominational school 

would be agreeable to all parties concerned it is afraia 

that nothing can be done in the direction of providing a 

Gombined school. The Department would like to have a 

reply from you as soon as possible as the estimates for 

the next fiscal year will soon be in the course of pre- 

paration. 

@ur obeciient servant, 

Assistant secretary. 

J. P. G Day, fsq., 

Indian Agent, 
Battleford, Sask. 
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W7ose 
Yd INDIAN AGENT'S OFFICE, 

f BATTLEFORD, 
/ 

IN pi REPLY REFER TO pt ri DECEMBER 15 TH 19 It. 

ie | | x 
| also 

vo vere ov vue verven. |REFERENCE YOUR LETTER No I17052/I, OCTOBER 27, 8 I9It, 

kot” 
Sir,— 

T have the honour to say that,as yet,I have been 

unable to secure a qualified Teacher for the Poundmaker 

Day School;so have for the present needs employed 

Tom Favel,for the Winter months,as he was fairly 

satisfactory when teaching before. 

With regard to the combined "“improved"Day School 

for Poundmaker and Littlepine Reserves,I have inter- 

viewed both the Roman Catholic and Church of England 

Authorities upon the subject-they were both agreeable 

to the Plan;but stated that the main obstacle to it's 

successful operation would be the Indians themselves, 

there being such an antipathy between these two Bands 

and therefore did not think that a combined School 

would be feasible, 

Yours obediently 

1 72. OY 
A if , Za f % )-Br j 

he _ hiya 
Indian Agent. 

J. D. McLEAN ESQ'RE. 

ASSISTANT DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT GENERAL 

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

OTTAWA. 
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‘m 

¢ & 

i 

\ VW 
OL Cawa, 

I have to acknowledge the 

iSth instant, and in reply I 

Department approves of the temporary 

Pavel as teacher of the oundnakers 

winter months, should, owever »wever, 

with a view to securing the services 

Lteagher, It ould be well for you 

Bishop Pascal. 

Your 
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beg 
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December 2% 

‘eceipt of your leiter 

to say that the 

appointment of Tom 

Ol during the 

continue your efforts 

of a more ent compet 

espon with His 

ovedient servant, 

1) >» part  



_ 
OFFICE OF THE 

INSPECTOR OF INDIAN AGENCIES<;(‘L% 
‘ : 

NORTH SASKATCHEWAN INSPECTORATE, 
in your Reply refer to 

r 

NO 
oa 

Also to the date of this letter. L oe Prince Albert, Sask., Sept. 9th, 
, \ 

Ref. f etter No. of the 

Sir, Ps 

Rev. Father Lacombe, of Delmas, informs me that he has 

been authorized to employ a teacher for the Poundmekerfay school. 

Fe had secured a female teacher holding a diploma from a Normal 

School in the province of Quebec; but as he could not promise a 

higher salary than #300 the lady took another situation. He now 

recommends the appointment of Miss Anna Rellavance, a girl of ake 

about 18 years, who has been educated at the Separate School at 

Delmas. According to the certificate of her teacher, which I en 

close, iiss Bellavance has gone through the 7th grade, which re- 

presents approximately the standing of the Entrance Examination, 

or from one to two years short of the Third Class teacher's cer- 

tificate. Apparently in this case also the acceptance of the 

position depends on the salary to be paid, as the reverend Father 

desires to know whether an allowance of $560 per annum will be 

made in case of her appointment. I quite believe that Miss Bella- 

vance would do considerably better work than has been done in this 

school for some time past, yet owing to her rather limited scholan 

ship and her lack of training and experience I could not recommend 

that so high a salary be paid. I would recommend, however, that 

*500 be paid to a duly qualified teacher. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

7 
Inapector of Indian Agencies. 

ane 

Department of Indian Affairs, 

Ottawa. 
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Ottawa, September 16, 1912. 

sir,- Pl 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

of the 9th instant in reference to the appointment of a 

teacher for the Poundmaker Day school, 

In reply I beg to say that the Department is 

quite prepared to make an allowance of $500.00 per annum 

for a qualified teacher, but cannot pay this salary to 

Miss Anna Bellavance, Whose scholarship is very limited, 

she only having taken a public school course, The very 

most tho Department could allow in this case is $300.00 

per annun. 

Your obedient servant, 

Asst. Deputy and Secretary, 

We. de Ohisholn, Esq., 

Inspector of Indian Agencies 
Prince Albert, Sask. 
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Rev, dir,- 

I have to acknowledge the roceipt of your lettor 

of the sth instant, and in reply 1 beg to say that the Ne= 

partment endeavours, 4f possible, to find teachers With 

professional qualifications, that 1s those who have had 

pedagogical training either in the model or normal schools 

4n some of the provinces an’ for teachers with such quali- 

fieations the Department allows salaries yanging from $500,00 

4 ad 

to #700,00 per annum, where there are ehildren to justify 

@ payment of such an a jount 

Owing to the location of many of our reserves 

and the lack of boarding and lodging accor modation it is 

sometimes very ditticult to secure qualified teachers, but 

4t ia often possible to obtain the services of competent 

persons with advanced scholastic qualifications and embued 

with an interest in Indian work, to whom the Department is 

prepared to allow salaries of from £500.00 to $600,00 per 

although 

annun, even,thoy have not had professional training. 

Your communication of the same date in reference 

to the erection of a day school puiidaine? hot '® Se teon he 

ceived, but, 75 no provision has been mace in the estimates 

this year for this purpose, the Dep intment cannot undertake 

the work this season, A note, however, will be made for 
noxt 

Rev. tw, Lacombe, 0,M.Ie, 

Delmas, ask. 
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next year, when 1t may be found possible to put up a new 

building. 

Your obedient servant, 

Asst. Deputy and secretary. 
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HOM : 
P 

Ottawa, November 3, 1913. 

Madan,<- 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

of the 25th ultimo in which you state that you have been 

engaged by the Rev, H, Lacombe to teach the Indian Day 

School on the Poundmaker's Reserve, 

In reply I beg to say that this appointment is 

approved of and you will be paid at the rate of ,.¢500.00 

per annum pending the report of the Inspector, shoulda 

his report be favourable the question of granting you 

an increase Will be given consideration, 

Your obedient servant, 

Asst. Deputy and Secretary, 

Mias Agnes Tierney, 
Teacher, 

Poundmaker's Indian Day School, 
Paynton, Sask, 
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117052/1 enwab 

i Ottawa, February 9, 1914, 

RANDUM, 
Mr, Sscott,~ 

Mrs. Tierney, teacher of the Indian Day school 

on the Poundmaker'’s Reserve, writes asking to be appointed 

field matron in addition to her other duties, she says 

that there are many Children on the reserve in need af 

medical care, that the Indians are in the habit of going 

to her in case of sickness and she would like to take 

up this wrk at the usual rate of remuneration, Would 

you approve of her being employed in this capacity? 

a Pe 

wo 

Ww! r aa i. - wr i il oa Ae. 

CWaeater~ a1 8 Seofie+ 
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Ottawa, February 16, 1914. 

Madan, - 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

asking to be appointed field matron in addition to your 

other duties as teacher of the Indian Day sehool on the 

Poundmaker’s Reserve, 

In reply I beg to say that the Department ‘will 

be glad to avail itself of your services in this capacity 

and will allow you an additional salary of $100.00 a year 

from the first of the current month and Mr, Agent Rowland 

will be so informed. A copy of instructions for field 

; Matrons will be sent you as soon as they are received 
AA 

je from the printers. 
‘ 

Kye 
/ 

) 

Your obedient servant, 

Asat. Deputy and secretary, 

Mrs, Agnes Tierney, 
Teacher, 

Poundmaker'g Indian Day school, 
Paynton, gask. 
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Ottawa, February 16, 1914, 

gir,- 

I beg to advise you that the Department has 

decided to allow Mrs, Tierney, teacher of the Poundmaker's 

Day gchool, an additional salary of $100.00 per annum from 

the firet of the current month for performing the duties 

of field mtron on the reserve and she has been so informed, 

Your obedient servant, 

Asst. Deputy and gecretary. 

Jd. A. Rowland, Esq., 
Indian Agent, 

Battleford, sagsk. 
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» receints received by you fro: 

Py 
to acknowledr4 t? r letter of t} 

nich u atate that some axpense in obtaining 

19 Poundmaker's school, 

The Department will reimburse for your expense in 

if you forward, through the arent duplicate accounts 

1 purehased, Bhan sending these accounts, kindly enclose 

the party from whom you purchased 

Your obedient servant, 

Asst. Deputy and Secretary, 

Tierney 

icher, 

Poundmaker's Indiar 

Paynton, Sask 
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-- Extract -- 

Original on 117052-6 

Report cn Inspection of Pounmaker's Day Scho@l. 

Inspected Dec, 19th, 1913 and Jan, 2lst. 1914, 

School Room 

The nave of the mission church is utilized as class-room, 

The building is quite: cold; and the box heater situated in the center 

is sufficient to heat the room only in moderate weather, Fortunately, 

there has been only about three weeks of very severe weather thus far 

this winter, 

The church is by no means central for the school population 

of the reserve, being about half a mile from one extremity and about two 

and a half from the other. 

It is,however , a decidédd convenience for the teacher to be 

able to occupy the mission dwelling, where also the children's noon meal 

is prepared and served, 

6. Kquipment and School Material. 

The desks are quite old, home-made and not being fastened to, 

the floor are quite unsteady. As no writing is done with pen the need 

for an absolutely steady desk is not so much felt, 

The blackboard consists of painted lumber board 

leaned against the wall, and is of little advantage. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W.J.Chisholm 

Inspector of Indian Agencies. 

Battleford, 

February 28th, 1914 
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Extract of Report of Indian Agent J. A. Rowland on the 

Moosomin Reserve, deted December 24, 1914. 

Original on File 352, 400,-1 

Po@ndmoker_ School. 

I visited thie school on the 2lset and found that the 

average was keeping fair. The bulk of the children are 

situeted the same as at Littlepine, all within easy reach 

of the school, excepting » few stregglers who are not 

and 

more than a milermax a half distant. This is a similar 

- 

case # Moosomin, and I personelly do not see the necessity 

of employing a teamster. If, however, the Departient think 

+ swice rT nmiAan thea 

otherwise, : be hat consiter I should have some say in the 

employing of the tcomster, I would like to employ In- 

diane who owe eccounts on our ledger and who sre quite 

capable of performing the work. 

A. Rowland, 

Indian Agent. 
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Ottawa, January 6, 1915. 

sir,- 

Replying to that portion of your letter of the 

24th ultimo in regard to conveying the children to and 

from the Poundmakers school I beg to say that, as in the 

case of the school on the Moogomin Reserve, the Department 

does not see the necessity for engaging 4 tean for this 

purpose. 

Your obedient servant, 

Asst. Deputy and secretary. 

J. A. Rowland, E8q., 

Indian Agent, 
Battleford, Sask. 
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INDIAN AGENT’S OFFICE, 5042' \ 

& 
Battleford, Saske, 

IN YOUR REPLY REFER To 

, € 
No..... 3.99 

ALSO 

September 14th 

TO DATE 

In connection with tne schoois of 

this Agency I wish to draw your attention to certain facte 

s ) 

regarding them, We have gone into the matter of costs of the 

Day Schools and from the results produced have come to the 

conclusion that it would be advisable, both from the point 

of economy and from an educational standpoint to close some 

i} 
r ‘ t eA q 

of these schools and have the children sent to the boarding 

3 + r 31re8 P: ne Ww nn 4 ¥ 

schools, I am submit ting figures jealing with this matter 

the costs to the Department per head is 

the increase and the results attained are on the 

Aecrease, ALthough my reports in the past have in some cases 

been favourable yet I do not consider that the progress made 

is in proportion %9 the costes 

Moosomin Day School,- At this school 

4 per annum for 914-1915, 191541916 and from 

1917 is as follows. $103.75, 151.49 and 

a 

The average attendance during the same periods was 

Prom thi you will see that while in the 

rch 1914<1915 the average cost per nead was 

it has now increased to $176.72, while the attendance 

£ 

has dropped from 9,86 to 6, From the June report of this 

year the number of children of school age in the viginity 

the school is given as 18, and the average attendance for the 

quarter is 4,2 out of 13 on the register, In looking over the 

attendance at this 8c! 11 you will find that out of the 13 

+ ‘ } + 3 3 | Vv é 

on the register there were only three who attended more days 
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5042) 
than they were absent during the quarter, From all this it 

will be secn that the Indian parents on this reserve, with 

few exceptions, do not care whether the children attend or 

atay away @rom school, When the average cost per pupil 

attending school is taken into consideration the rate is far 

too high, The cost of educating the children at the Thunder- 

child Boarding School with the increased allowance during 

the war is considerably lower than at this school, The child 

attending the boarding school is making far more progress 

than the child who is attending the day school, He or she 

regular attendants at school where in the day school the 

knowledge acquired today is lost through being absent for the 

next two or three days, I would therefore consider it advis- 

able in this case to discontinue this school and enforce the 

compupsory act and compel the Indians to send their children 

to the boarding school, 

Poundmaker School,- At thés school the 

cost per head for 1914-1915, 1915-1916, and from Sept 1916- 

Sept 1917 is as follows, $140,00, 141,35 and 175,00, The 

average attendance for the same periods has been 9,1, 10,3 

and 3,5, You will see that the average cost has increased 

from $140,900 to to $175,990 and tha average attendance has 

decreased from 9,1 to 8.5. While dhe difference is not so 

noticable in this school as in the Moosomin , yet the cost 

is away above what it should be in proportion to the results 

attained, In looking at the June returns of this school we 

find that there are seventeen in the vicinity of the school 

with an enrollment of fifteen and an average attendance of 

7.6, At this school we find that there are only five who have 

attended more days than they were abseht, The attendance ohly 

figures out at 50% which is far toolow, In the case of this 

school it would be far more economical to close it up and 

either have the children placed in a boarding school or employ 

a driver and have them all taught at the Littlepine Day 

School, 
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5042 
Red Pheasant School,- The average cost 

per head for this school for 1914#1915, 1915-1916 and from 

Sept 1916-1917 is $73.80 , 88.95 and 115.75, The average 

attendance for the same period was 25,75, 22,20 and 15,20, 

The average cost in this school has also increased and the 

average attendance has decreased, The average cost of $115.75 

is however much lower than in the two previous mentioned 

schools, In the June report the number of children of school 

age in the vicinity of the school is given as 29 anc the 

number on the register as 22 with an average attendance of 

13.190 for the quarter, At this school there were 14 who 

attended more days than they were absent, during the quarter, 

Littlepine School,-The average cost of 

this school for 1914-1915, 1915-1916 and Sept. 1916-1917 was 

$126.00, 99.65 and 111,90 and the average attendance was 1] 

13 and 11, There has not been the same changes in the average 

cost and attendance as in the other schools, While at this 

school the attendance has been fair the advancement made by 

the children has been poor,We trust that the new teacher who 

is taking the school over on the lst of next month will show 

better results, In the June quarter the number shown on the 

register is 20 which includes all of school age in the vicin- 

ity of the school, The average is given as 8,75 which is 

below the average of the year but compares favourably @#ith 

the average of 5.5 for the June quarter of the previous year, 

At this echool there were nine who attended more days than 

they were absent, 

From the foregoing it will be seen that 

the average cost per head for the different schools varies 

considerably, While in the case of Moosomin and Poundmaker 

the average for the three years has reached the sun of #143,62 

and $152.12 in that of Red Pheasant and Littlepine the aver- 

has been $92.83 and $112.52 and the cost of the schools 

twelve months from Sept 1916 to Sept 1917 has been for 
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c 
Moosomin $176.72, Poundmaker $175,090, Red Pheasant 115,75 

and for Littlepine 111,90, In the comparison between the 

schools as regards the average costs, I have endeavoured 

to be as just as possible, The figures for Red Pheasant 

and Littlepine includes an allowance of $100, 00 per year 

for Field Matrons for preparing the noon meals, which is the 

same as is allowed for Moosomin and Poundmaker, Red Pheasant 

School also includes in its cost the sum of $500,090 for 

taking the children to school, which charge is not made 

against any of the other schools, In the case of Red Pheasant 

and Littlepine no rent was included as these schools are 

held in Department buildings, while in the case of Moosomin add 

Poundmaker a charge of $240,00 and $300,00 per annum is in- 

cluded for rent, 

Were it possible I think it would be far 

more beneficial to the children if the day schools were taken 

away from the partial control of the churches and placed en- 

tirely under Department control with graduated normal school 

teachers.,in charge. If it is not possible to do this I would 

recommend as an alternative that the Moosomin and Poundmaker 

Schools be closed and the children of Moosomin of Catholic 

parentage be sent to the Thunderchild Boarding School and those 

of Protestant parentage to the Onion Lake Boarding School or 

some other Anglican Boarding School, At the Poundmaker Reserve 

I think it would be either possible to send the Cathdlic 

children to the Thunderchild Boarding School or as I mentioned 

before employ a driver and have them all attend the Littlepine 

Day School, At the present time there are attending the Thunder- 

child Boarding School, 5 children from Moosomin, 12 from 

Poundmaker and 10 from Red Pheasant, There are also 9 children 

from Red Pheasant at Onion Lake Boarding School and 2 at 

Blkhorn, I think it would be a good rule to follow that when 

the average attendance for the twelve months falls below 10 
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50421 | 
the Day School should be closed and some other disposition 

be made of the children, I have always urged the parents to 

send their children to the Day Schools put have met with 

poor results on the Moosomin and Poundmaker Reserves, 

If this report should meet with your approval 

I would recommend that action be taken at once as regards 

the Poundmaker and Moosomin Schools, 

Yours obediently, 

/ Indian Agent 
V/ 

Duncan C, Scott Esq., 

Deputy Superintendent General, 

Department of Indian Affairs, 

Ot awa, 
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Ottawa, October 5, 1917. 

sir,- 

I beg to enclose herewith a copy of a letter 

from Mr. Agent Rowland in regard to day schools in his 

/ seency and I have to request that you will be good enough 

/ to furnish the Department with a report, stating whether 

in your opinion the results justity the expenditure the 

Department is being put to in carrying on these schools, 

With regard to the Poundmakers and Moosomin 

schools I may say that the Agent has been informed that 

unless a better attendance is secured at these schools 

the Department Will be forced to take into consideration 

the question of closing them, 

Your obedient servant, 

Asst. Deputy and secretary. 

W. B. Orombie, Esq., 
Inspector of Indian Agencies, 

Prince Albert, Sask, 
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Ottawa, October 5, 1917, 

sir,- 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

of the 14th ultimo drawing the Dopartment’s attention to 

certain facts regarding the day schools in your agenoy. 

Your obedient servant, 

Asst. Deputy and Secretary. 

J. Ae Rowland, wsq., 
Indian Agent, 

Battleford, 
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INDIAN AGENT’S OFFICE 

@° 
Battleford, Sask., 

  

iW YOUN RMPLY RerEn To A\\~ November 9th 4917 

vo. 303 

mmo 505842 
  

In connection with the attached return 

I beg to advise you that this is the first intimation that I have 

had from Mrs, Tierney that she was resigning the position of 

teacher for the Poundmaker School,I visited this school on October 

9th and she did not mention the matter to me, although she closed 

the school two days later. 

I have also had a letter today from Rev, 

Father Watelle advising me that Mrs Tierney had left the school 

and that he was looking around for another teacher,You will note 

that there are only eight children attending the school out of 

fourteen in the vicinity of the school and that the average 

attendance is six, I consider that this school has passed the 

stage where it is advisable to keep it open any longer, 

Yours obediently, 

a) | hen 
4 oe 

) ( f) y g — 
ndianAgent 

UL 

J, D. McLean Esq., 

Assistant Deputy and Secretary, 

Department of Indian Affairs, 

Ottawa, 

9 er 
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Extract from Agent's Report on Poundmakers Dey School 

for the month of September, 1917. Original on 117052-7 

fal 

=  §08893 O-. 

Sm: 
The attendance of this school is on the decrease and no 

progress is being made, Since my last visit to this 

school Mrs, Tierney has discontinued teaching at this 

school without giving this office any notification. I 

wee at this school yesterday and there wes nobody about 

the place. I am writing to “ev. Father Wattelle, whom 

I understand is in charge of the Catholic Missions in 

this segency. 

A. Rowland, 
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Ottawa, Novelnber 16, 1917. 

/ 

& i 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter of the 9th instant, informing the Department of 

the resignation of Mrs. Tierney of the Poundmaker Indian 

Day School. 

In view of the very unsatisfactory atten- 

dance at this school, the Yepartment has decided not to 

Ye-open it and it is not neceassry, therefore, for you 

to make arrangements to secure another teacher. 

— It would be cheaper to place the children 

f ‘ 
fwno attended Poundmakers school in a residential school. 

f 

Your obedient servant 

Assistant Deputy and Secretary 

J. A. Rowland, Eeq., 
Indian Agent, 

Battleford, Sask. 
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Delmas, Sask. Nevember,15, 1917. 

Mr Dunean Seett Deputy Superintendent General, ef Indian Affairs, 

Ottawa. 

Dear Sir:- 

ask ef yeu te appreve ef the appeintwent ef Mr Jehn 

M.Seeber,as teaeher en Pendmaker reserve,Battleferd Agemey, 

in place ef Mrs Tierney, having left the Scheel en the 15th ef 

Oeteber,fer reasen ef health. 

Nr Jehn M. Seeber,berm in Ontarie,45 years eld, 

warried,his wife alive,witheut ehildren,has heen a lenge time 

a stere-keeper. lle has ne diplewa,but pessesses all the ether 

qualifications ef iustruetien and werals te make a geed teacher. 

Wrs Seeber,his wife,will eeek fer the echildren,and will attend 

at their weals- 

Mr Jebm M. Seeber has started teaehing en the 

15th ef mevewber under the cenditien ef his apvointwent te he 

apprevedef by the Depatment,what is asked by the present. 

Yeurs respecfully, 

A de 
e 

— f 
_ til > 
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INDIAN AGENT’S OFFICE 

Battleford, Sask., 

  

November 19th 191 ‘ 
IN YOUR REPLY REFER TO 

so. 303 
pian cata tareon RY 505924 
  

I beg to forward herewith a letter P| 

have received from Rev, Father Watelie dealing with the 

matter of the appointment of a teacher for the Poundmaker 

Day School, 

Yours obediently, 

Indian Agent a 

J. D, McLean Fsq., pov #4 SP 

Assistant Deputy and Secretary, 

Department of Indian Affairs, 

Ottawa, 
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Ottawa, November 29, 1917- 

gir,- 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

of the 19th instant enclosing a communication
 from Rev. 

father Watelle, in which he asks the Department to approve 

of the appointment of mr, John M, geober as teacher of the 

Poundmakers school and states that Mr. Seober started teach- 

ing on the 15th instant. 

In reply I beg to say that, as Mr, geeber has 

commenced teaching at this school, his temporary appointment 

49 approved of and he will be paid at the rate of $600.00 

per annum for his services. His retention in the position 

will depend on the attendance and the progress the pupils 

make in their studies and you Will be good enough to 

inform him and Father Wat?elle accordingly. 

P 

Wy Ue, Your obedient servant, 

\ | 

Asst. Deputy and gecretary. 

J. Ae Rowland, Bede, 
Indian Agent, 

Battleford, sask. 
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Delwas,St Henry's Bearding Seheel,Sask. Nevember 27, 1917. 

Mr Dunean Seett, 

Deputy Superintendent General, 

Ottawa. 

Dear Sir:- 

As T am infermed that it has heen deeided by the 

Department te elese the Day-Seheel en Peundmaker Reserve under 

the censideratien that it will be cheaper te plaee the children 

ef that Band in the Bearding Scheel,and with a better result 

fer their instructien and educatien, 

Censequently I ask ef the Indian Departrent te allew me 

te receive the children ef that Band in the Thunderehild St 

Hemry's Bearding Seheel (Delmas),by inereasing the number ef 

pupils frem ferty , allewed at the present time, te fifty. 

Yeurs respecfully, 
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Thunderebild St Henry's Bearding Scheel ,Delwas,Sask. Nev.27.1917 

Mr Dunean Seett, Deputy Superintendent General, 

Ottawa. 

Dear Sir:- 

I aw in receipt ef a letter ef the Ageney,in which 

the Agent states that it has heen decided te close the day-scheg 

eon Poundmaker Resrve,under the consideration that it will be ## 

cheaper te place the children ef that Band in the Bearding 

Scheel.- Net being aware that such a decision was te te be taken 

I eould net express wy epinien,and I beg te express it new:- 

My epinien,hbased en my own experience of twenty years, 

is that the Day-Scheels en the reserves make ne geed at all te 

the Indians ,and it is money expended fer nething in keeping 

these secheels. Speaking only ef the scheels I knew,I dare te say 

that there is mere goed dene te the children in twe weeks in 

eur Bearding Seheel than in an entire vear in the Day-Secheels. 

With such an epinien yeu will understand that I eannet 

but be pleased with the decision taken,but kindly let we ehieet 

te the immediate exeeution ef it under the fel’ewinge censiderst 
ens 

1) At the request ef the Ageney I have made arrangement 

te fill the pesitien left by the last teacher,Mrs Tierney. 

A new teacher has been precured,and has started teaching,and se 

net caring te leek fer an ether pesitien fer the present winter 

He has made expenses te come te the Reserve with his wife. 
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2) It is stated that the children of that Band will net be 

deprived ef a scheol,being to he placed in the Bearding Scheel, 

but that decisien taking me by surprise,i de net see hew I 

ceuld find accermedatien te reeeive these ehildren hefere next 

Spring. 

In consideratien ef the cireurmstances 18 explained aherve 

lL beg te wake the suggestien that the exeeutien ef the decision 

sheuld be pestpened untill the 1st of Avril next. 

Kindly let we hear frer yeu if yeu agree with the 

suggestien. 

Yeurs respeefully, 
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INDIAN AGENT’S OFFICE 

Battleford, Sask., 

18 YOUH KEL HaRPHR 0 November 28th 
No... 303 

eS ee , | 506063 

  

  

I beg to enclose herewith two letters 

from Rev, Father Watelle, who is at the head of the Roman 

Catholic Indian Missions in this agency, which deal with the 

education of the Poundmaker Indian children, 

I had quite a long takk with the 

Rev. Father on the subject and he was quite pleased with the 

decision of the Department and was heartily in accord with 

them regarding the closing of the day schools, 

The appointment of the teacher to 

the Poundmaker School was made and he had started his work 

before we received word from the Department requesting that 

it be closed, As stated inthe Rev Father's letter he has 

no accomodation at the present time for these children at the 

Boarding School and will not have until the Department grants 

permission to increase the number from forty to fifty, when 

it is his intention to enlarge the “school, 

Under the circumstances I think it 

advisable in the interests of the Poundmaker children to keep 

the day school open until April lst, provided that Mr, Seeber 

is capable of filling the position, I intend to visit the 

school shortly when I shall form an opinion on the qualifi- 

cations of Mr, Seeber, 

Yours obediently, 

} 

Indian Agent 
/ 

Duncan C, Scott Esq., ( 

Deputy Superintendent General 

Department of Indian Affairs 

Ottawa 
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e 

Extract from Report of Inspector W, Murison, 

Aated Sept. 16, 1920, on the Battleford Agency. Original 

on 427021-5, 
Seeeeenesssssecesemsssesess ress sseSssssssssssssse smerecsses

 

POUND. S DAY SCHOO 

This day school is u:der the auspices of the 

Roman Catholic Church, The church pbuilding is wetmgy used 

as a school being rented for that purpose. 

Mr, J, M. Seeber is in charge as teacher. I 

passed the school in the foremoon on my way around the 

reserve and noted that there were eight children attending 

that day. ‘They looked clean and tidy. I visited the 

echool shortly after four o'clock but the children and 

teacher had gone, therefore, I did not meet him, ‘here 

are 1S pupils enrolled, 8 boys and 5 girls. The average 

attendance for the June quarter is 5,58 which is unsatis- 

factory. The class standing is 9 in Standard I and 4 in 

Standard II, which is not a good showing. Apparently the 

Indians are not much interested in their day school. 

W. Murison 
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Ottawa, Ootober 23, 1920. 
Sir ,- 

I am directed to acknowledges the receipt of your 
letter of the 29th ultimo informing the Department that Mr. 
M. B. Edwards haa resigned ae teacher of the Little Pines 
Indian Day Sehool, his resignation to take effect from the 
last day of September, and also enclosing a copy of a report 
which you received from Mr. Agent Macdonald, in which he ad- 
vises the closing of this school. 

In reply I beg to say that, in view of the Agent's 

recommendation, which is approved by yourself, this school 
may remain closed for the present. Your sugsestion that the 

children from this reserve be sent to the Brandon Industrial 

School fll receive consideration, 

With reference to the day school on the Poundmakert 
Reserve I bee to say that the Department te inoluding in the 

estimates for submission to parliament at the next session an 

increase of forty in the pupilage at the Thunderchild's Board- 

ing School, and, if thio item is approved, the children of 

achool age on the Poundmaker’s Reserve can be placed in the 

Thunderchild's Bearding Sehool, With the new addition, which 

ie just sbout ready for ogcupation, this school will be able 

to provide adequate accommodation for ninety children and the 

grant will be inoreased to that number, but will not be availe 

able until April let, next. In the meuntime the day sohool on 

the Poundmaker*a Reserve is to remain open, .I shall be pleased 

if yeu will inform Mr. Agent Macdomald accordingly. 

I ehall be pleased if you will give the necessary 

instructions to those concerned for the placing of all the 

children of sohool age who are Roman Catholice and in good 

health in the Thunderchild's Bearding School after the firet 

of April, neat. 

Your obedient servant, 

A. F. Mackenzie 
W. M. Graham, Faq. , 

Indian Commiseidner, "% A®st- Deputy and Seorctary, 
Regina, Sask. 
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OTTAWA, May llth, 1922, 

Sir, - 

I have to acknowledge the reeweipt of your 
letter of the 4th instant, enclosing « copy of a 
letter received by you from the Bisnop of Saskatchewan 
with reference. to the Little Pines and Poundmaker's 
Indian Day Schools, 

In reply, I beg to say that the Department 
agrees with you that it would not be advisable to re- 
open the Little Pines Day School at the present time. 

With reference to the Poundmaker's Day 
School; I beg to say that it 18 considered that this 
school should be closed at the. end of the present 
quarter, vizt June 50th, next. 

The Department has provided, in the estimates 
tor the prevent year, for a pupilage of 90 at the 
Thunderchild's Boarding School, ani, as you were informed 
in official letter of October 22nd last, it is considered 
thet the children of school age on the Poundmaker's 
Reserve should be placed in the Thunmierchild's Boarding 
School, 

The Department is instcucting the Indian 
Agent to advise the teacher of the Poundmaker's School 
that his services will not be rejuired after June 50th, 
next, and the Agent is aleo being instructed to have the 
children of school age on thie Reserve sent to the 
Thunderchild's Boarding Sehool, 

Your obedient servant, 

J.D 

J. D. McLean, 
Aset. Deputy and Secretary. 

W. M, Graham, Esq., 
Indian Commissioner, 

Department of Iniian Affairs, 
Regin Ly» Sask, 
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Ottawa. May 13. 1921. 

Referring to official letter of November 

9th, last, in which you were informed that the Department 

intended to provide for an inerease in the pupilage at the 

Thunderchild's Boarding School, I beg to say that, in tie 

eurrent year's estimates provision has been made for 90 

pupils at this achool, It has been decided to close the 

day school on the Puundmaker's Reserve at the end of the 

present quarter, namely, June 30th, next, You will be 

good enough to notify the teacher, Mr, J, M, Seeber, that 

his services will not be required after that date. 

As you were alse informed in the letter 

above referred to, the Department desires that the childe 

ren of the Poundmaker's reserve be pluced in the Thunder 

ehild's Boarding School, You will be good enough to noti- 

fy the principal of thio school of the increased pupilage 

allowed and the Department will expect you to assist the 

principal in every way possible to recruit for the Thunder- 

child's Boarding School,the children of school age on the 

Poundmaker's Reserve who are in good health, 

Application forms and certificates of 

health should be forwarded for all children who are to be 

admitted to this school. 

The Department trusts that you will give 

thie matter your early attention and inform the parties 

interested accordingly. 

Your obedient servant 

J. D. MeLean, 
eet 

Aw Assistant Deputy and Secretary 

Ri} * Macdonald, Isq., 

Indian Agent. 
Battleford, 

Sask, 
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Ottawa, March 18, 1931. 

TO WHOM IT MAY CON 3 

This is to certify that Mr. John H. 
Murphy wae employed by this Department as 
teacher at the Poundmaker's Indian Day School, 
on the Poundmaker's Reserve, Sask., for a 
continuous period of five months — from 

November 1, 1905, to March 31, 1906. 

Pie 
Russell T. Ferrier 

Supt. of Indian Education. 

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6299, file 639-1, part 1) 

PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 

CANADA   
Library and Archives Canada / Bibliotheque et Archives Canada 
www.collectionscanada.ge.ca



Ottawa, March 18, 1931. * 

Replying to your letter of the 

10th instant, I enclose herewith a certifi- 

cate covering the period you were an 

employee of this Department as teacher at 

the Poundmaker's Indian Day School. 

Your — servant, 

4 ‘ 
yy, ” OF 
Mizr2 Hl } ny, 

Russell T. Ferrier, 

Supt. of Indian Education. 

John Henry Murphy, Eea., 

Paynton, 
Sask. 
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BATTLEFORD 

GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE RE 

POUNDMAKER SCHOOL 
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